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Participating teams:   1600
Participants:  34.400
Average age:  15,5
Boys/Girls:  70/30
Nations:  65
Nations since the start:   127
Playing fields:  104
Number of games:   4520
Spectators Opening Ceremony: 51.120
Spectators finals:   25.110
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What would Gothia Cup be without all fan-
tastic leaders that give so much time to their 
young people. Gothia Leaders Party should 
be a reward for all that hard work. Here you 

can enjoy a colorful evening of wining, dining 
and entertainment among a couple of thou-
sand other leaders from all over the world.

Teenage life is not just football. Club Gothia 
Disco is for almost 4000 players every night 
during the tournament an extra ordinary ex-
perience. Maybe one of the biggest discos in 

the world but still with an intimate atmos-
phere. For many this is the obvious meeting 
place during the week.

At Heden, the heart of Gothia Cup you will 
find our large activity center, Gothia Heden 
Center. If the Gothia Disco is the meeting
place during the night, Gothia Heden Center 
is the meeting place during day time. Many 
of the most interesting matches are being 

played here, the number of spectators can be 
more than thousands at many of the matches. 
The area is also filled with activities and shop-
ping. For all leaders you will find the Gothia 
Leaders Sports Bar with a view over the fields.

GOTHIA OPENING CEREMONY GOTHIA HEDEN CENTER
We believe that it is important to make a 
tournament to a lifelong memory. A moment 
for everyone – a moment of harmony and fel-
lowship. We want to create this very moment 
with the Gothia Opening Ceremony. Previous 
participants have compared it to an Olympic 
Ceremony and that is the idea.

The atmosphere surrounding the opening of 
the Gothia Cup is electric, enough to make 
the hairs stand up of the back of your neck. 
It is a memory you will smile fondly at for the 
rest of your life.

GOTHIA LEADERS PARTY CLUB GOTHIA



Gothia Cup is international football. Football when it is as most ex-
citing and evolving. Winning the Gothia Cup is of course great but 
for many it is even greater just to participate. We have rather unique 
and high objectives. In Gothia Cup at least 80% of all boy´s games 
shall be played by teams from different countries. The girl’s soccer 
shall consist of more countries and be of better quality than any 
other tournament. By having close to 70 countries that participates
every year, Gothia Cup shall be the world’s most international tour-
nament. All of this makes Gothia Cup to a unique tournament in 
the world.

Naturally a large numbers of fields are needed to carry out a tourna-
ment such as Gothia Cup. More than 100 of them. We are proud to 
be able to present a tournament of this size that is solely played on 
grass fields. Well, 20 of the fields are actually made of artificial turf 
of the latest technology.

Fair Play is the essence of all football. We want everyone to show re-
spect and honesty, on and off the ground. In Gothia Cup we always 
obey the rules of FIFA and UEFA, e.g. concerning ages and regula-
tions. Fair Play goes for everyone at all levels.

IN THE WORLDTHE MATCHES

FAIR PLAY

MEET THE WORLD
Since 2007 Gothia Cup runs “Meet the World” together with SKF. 
Local football tournaments that is being played in about twenty 
countries all over the world. The winner gets a free trip and par-
ticipation in Gothia Cup. Through “Meet the World” the players are 
given the opportunity to participate in Gothia Cup. Young people 
that otherwise never would have had this possibility.

We believe that young people today wants to take a bigger respon-
sibility for the ever growing global world we live in. That is why a 
part of the participant fee is donated to the two football schools that 
Gothia Cup runs in Congo (together with Svenska Missionskyrkan) 
and Thailand. Thousands of youths are in this way given the chance 
to create a meaningful and creative spare time. Thank you for your 
help!



DID YOU KNOW…
Gothia Cup was started in 1975 as a joint project be-
tween the football clubs BK Häcken and Gais collab-
orating with the newspaper Arbetet. 1981, Gais left 
the co-operation due to bad profitability. Since then 
BK Häcken is the single owner of the tournament.

The name Gothia Cup was invented by Mr. Bengt 
Bjerned from the club Gais. Gothia is the old latin 
word for the area where Gothenburg is situated.

Already the very first year girls were welcome to take 
part. Unique for the time but it was a great success. 
After 5 years the tournament held 6 different age 
classes for girls.

1995 saw the first Gothia Cup on grass fields only. 
That year the new playing center Kviberg was inau-
gurated.

The Opening Ceremony the very first year was held 
at Valhalla soccer field. Between the years 1976 and 
1983 the place was Liseberg and after that Götaplat-
sen on the Avenue. From 1987 until now the Open-
ing Ceremony has been held at the Ullevi Stadium. 
A total crowd of 800.000 spectators has been to the 
stadium for the ceremony.

The most popular meal at the schools is meatballs 
with mashed potatoes. In total the players eat 205 
000 meatballs. The players are served 422 000 
meals.

420 soccer balls are used.

Our web site (www.gothiacup.se) is visited by more 
than 3.000.000 persons during a year. 

In Kongo-Brazzaville (Africa) Gothia Cup is man-
aging football schools for boys and girls. Today the 
football schools are as much ordinary schools as well. 
More than 600 young people are members.

The best team until now is Tahuichi of 1984. 8 of the 
players from that team did represent the national 
team of Bolivia at the World Cup in USA 1994.

All 1,600 officials accomplish 2 days of training be-
fore the tournament.



The second largest city in Sweden is as most 
beautiful during Gothia Cup. In July you will 
experience a warm sea breeze, beautiful parks 
and glitzy canals. Göteborg is one of Europe’s 
premier event cities, a lot thanks to its close-
ness to everything and its hospitality.

One of the conditions for a positive experi-
ence of the tournament is that the host city 
truly cares about the event. That the inhabit-
ants of the city do their part, both as an au-
dience as well as hosts. Gothenburg is a city 
with a population of half a million. We assure 
you, that everyone knows of the Gothia Cup 
and its guests.

THE SEA
Göteborg is a beautiful seaport. Along the 
coast you will find many beaches and places 
where you can go swimming. Or why not 
take a trip to Göteborgs´ stunning archipel-
ago that consists of more than 100 islands.

LISEBERG
Liseberg one of Europe’s leading amusement 
parks is a must for all participants. You have 
free admission all week with your Gothia 
card and if you buy the special “Gothia ride 
pass” you can take advantage of all the rides 
at a discounted price all week long. Ride as 
much as you want and dare!

GÖTEBORG



The whole world knows about 
the Gothia Cup. This unique 
tournament has become fa-
mous wherever football is 
played on our planet, not only 
because it is the best youth 
tournament in the world. 
The Gothia Cup has become a 
standard for

other youth tournaments 
elswhere in the world to emu-
late. The concept may have 
been copied by others, but 
remains the pace-setter in 
terms of excellence of organi-
sation and renown.

Playing matches against other countries will 
broaden the minds of young players. We 
want every match to be exciting, challeng-
ing and an everlasting memory, regardless 
of the score. Every meeting with other cul-

tures, religions and different life style gives 
young people an experience of a life time. 
We want Gothia Cup to be a meeting place 
for the worlds’ youth.

LETTERS
Your work is heartening evi-
dence of what young people 
can do to make the world a 
better place. As the United Na-
tions Continues to work for 
peace and better standards of 
life in larger freedom, the Go-
thia Cup have shown that you 
are, in truest sense, our part-
ners. You have also shown how 
encounters on the sports field 
have led to better understand-
ing among people of diverse 

nations. And you have taken 
it even further by giving young 
people in Africa opportunity to 
do the same.

On behalf of the United Na-
tions, I am pleased to extend 
my best wishes and my grati-
tude to thise who take part in 
the Gothia Cup. I also hope that 
you will continue to work in 
partnership with the UN also in
the furure.

“

“

Kofi A. Annan
Former General Secretary 

united nations

Joseph S. Blatter
president FiFA

INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS



Who may participate? 
All clubs, which are members of their FIFA affiliated national associations, 
are welcome to participate in the Gothia Cup. The tournament begins with 
group play. Teams are divided into groups of four or five, where all teams are 
playing each other once. The first and second team in the group qualify for 
“Play-off A”, the other teams in the group for “Play-off B”. The tournament 
is played under all applicable FIFA or Swedish FA rules. All players must be 
insured, both for games  and leisure time. Arrival for all teams is on Sunday 
July 18. Kick-off for the preliminary round games is on Monday July 19. 

Playing periods 
Qualifying rounds and Play-off B: Class: B18, B16, B15, G19, G17 and G15: 
2x25 minutes. Other classes 2x20 minutes. 
Play-off A: Class: B18, B16, B15, G19, G17 and G15: 2x30 minutes. Other 
classes 2x25 minutes. 

Number of players per team 
There is no limit to the number of players in each team. However only five 
substitutes are allowed in each match. All players must be able to show proof 
of age and identity. 
 
Dispensation 
Dispensations will automatically be given to two players per squad (in 7- a-
side classes one player) who are maximum one year over aged. Note that you 
can not use more players by switching them between matches. In classes B16, 
G17 and G15 teams from countries that still use the 1st of August limit (mainly 
USA and England) may also use players 5 months over aged. Girls may play 
in boys teams in all classes. 

The Gothia Card include 
• Free travel within the city on buses and trams and the Gothia Line 
• Free admittance or discounted admittance to most of Gothenburg’s leading 
tourist attractions. 
• Free entry to the Opening ceremony and the finals at the Gamla Ullevi/
Ullevi Stadium. 
• Free admittance to the Liseberg Amusement Park. 

Transfer 
Return transfer between airport/railway station/ferry terminal in Gothen-
burg and your place of accommodation is included in the accommodation 
cost. Note that there is only one return transfer per team/group of teams. 

Team Leader Plus Card 
Each team with accommodation through Gothia Cup receives two Team 
Leader Plus Cards, giving entry to the Gothia Leaders’ Party, a Gothia Cup 
Coach T-shirt and entrance to Gothia Leaders’ Sports Bar 

Extra nights 
For teams that have travel arrangements that require extra nights before or 
after the tourna- ment, this can be arranged (maximum of two nights). The 
cost is EURO 14 (USD 20) No meals are served during this period.

Number of teams in the tournament 
It is our aim that all teams wishing to take part in the Gothia Cup should be 
able to do so. But please note that during last years the tournament has not 
been able to accept all teams that wished to enter. There will be a maximum 
of 1600 teams (including 230 local teams). The teams paying their entry fees 
first will be given priority. A club may enter a maximum of two teams in each 
age class. 

Hotel bookings for parents and supporters 
Only players and a maximum of four team leaders per team can be accom-
modated in schools. For relatives and friends, hotel accommodation can be 
arranged at reasonable prices. For bookings and further information please 
contact the Gothia Cup office. Transfer is not included in the hotel accom-
modation.

Insurance 
All participants must carry their own insurance. Gothia Cup does not carry 
any group insurance, and is not responsible for, protecting participants in 
case of injury, illness, theft or damage to property. 

TOURNAMENT INFORMATION 2010
Important dates 
• April 10: Registration form and payments of team fees should be received 
by Gothia Cup. 
• May 2: Payment of accommodation cost should be received by Gothia 
Cup 
• July 18: Arrival in Gothenburg. 
• July 19: Tournament starts, Opening ceremony. 
•July 23-24: Finals. 

Classes
B18 – Boys born 1/1-92 and later 
B16 – Boys born 1/1-94 and later 
B15 – Boys born 1/1-95 and later 
B14 – Boys born 1/1-96 and later 
B13 – Boys born 1/1-97 and later 
B12 – Boys born 1/1-98 and later (7-a-side) 
B11 – Boys born 1/1-99 and later (7-a-side) 
G19 – Girls born 1/1-91 and later 
G17 – Girls born 1/1-93 and later 
G15 – Girls born 1/1-95 and later 
G14 – Girls born 1/1-96 and later 
G13 – Girls born 1/1-97 and later 
G12 – Girls born 1/1-98 and later (7-a-side) 

Categories of participation 
SCHOOL ACCOMMODATION(A): July 18-24. Each team has one room 
to itself. Minimum one, maximum four leaders per team may stay in the 
school. Everyone staying at the school has to pay the accommodation cost.  
Sleeping bag or beds are not included in the price. You can rent beds and 
bedding from us. Cost is EURO 45 (USD 60) per person and week The first 
meal is dinner on July 18 and the last meal is lunch on July 24. Maximum 
of 1220 teams in this category. 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION(B): July 18-24. Please contact Gothia Cup 
for hotel prices. Lunch and dinner at nearby schools can be purchased 
separately at EURO 84 (USD 114) for 12 meals and EURO 42 (USD 58) for 
6 meals. Maximum of 100 teams in this category.

OTHERS(C):  Teams arranging their own accommodation. All partici-
pants in this category need to pay a participant fee EURO 37 (USD 53) 
that includes the Gothia Card. There is a limited number (50) of teams ac-
cepted in this category. This category is normally fully booked in October. 

Entry & payments 
Register via our web page www.gothiacup.se The team fee together with 
the completed application form must be received by the Gothia Cup no 
later than April 10, 2010. The accommodation fees must be paid no later 
than May 2, 2010. Refunds of accommodation fees could only be made 
when the Gothia Cup receives your withdrawal notice before June 15, 
2010. The team fee can not be refunded. All payments need to be done to 
Gothia Cup bank account: 
Payments in EURO: 
SEB, Sweden. IBAN code SE 72-5000-0000-0590-1824-1113. 
SWIFT: ESSESESS. 
Payments in USD: 
SEB, Sweden. IBAN code SE 34-5000-0000-0590-1821-9002. 
SWIFT: ESSESESS. 
Note that all bank transaction fees has to be paid by the teams. You have 
to pay in the currency (Euro or USD) that is the most ”natural” currency in 
your country. We do not accept any personal or company cheques.

Contact
For more information about the tournament, prices, Gothenburg etc 
please contact Gothia Cup!

Gothia Cup 
BOX 22052, SE-400 72 Gothenburg, Sweden 
TEL+46 31 50 67 80, fax +46 31 50 67 99 
E-MAIL: info@gothiacup.se 
INTERNET: www.gothiacup.se 

CAT.  ACCOMMODATION TEAM FEE PAYMENT DUE ACCOMMODATION COST PAYMENT DUE MEALS GOTHIA CARD TRANSFER EXTRA NIGHTS

A School €180 ($230) April 10 €215 ($325)/person May 2 Full board Included Included €14 ($20)/person

B Hotel €180 ($230) April 10 Please contact us May 2 Breakfast Included Included Please contact us

C Others €260 ($365) Immediately €37 ($53)/person May 2 N0 Included No - - -

COSTS € EURO ($ USD)



Box 22052
SE-400 72 Gothenburg, Sweden
tel: +46 31 50 67 80
Fax: +46 31 50 67 99
info@gothiacup.se   www.gothiacup.se
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